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A RECENT CONVERT

VIDENTLY a recent counvert to
populistic ideas is the Louisville
Commercial, the leading Republi-
can morning paper of the Bouth.
It bas recently favorably comment-
&d on the initiative and referendum,
while ina recent issue of it has this
to say of & Btate or governmental
insurance system, which is thor-

oughly populistic in prineiple:

“The federal goveroment furnishes our river im-
provements, our mail carrying facilities, our curren-
oy, and performs every other important funetion:
80 why should it not take a hand in the fire josur-
ance business! The government should manage
this business in such & way a8 to wake rates about
half way what they now are, and the protection
wounld be absolute. Incendiarism and arson would
be reduced to the wminimum, snd the Insurance
Trust would ‘fade away.’ The benefita are appar-
ent at a glance.

“There would be the objection fhat is urged
against eveything the government does, that it is
patervalism, but the furnishing of fire insarance at
a minimum would surely be as proper as the im-
provement of water ways, the building of roads, the
supply of money orders or the establi-hment of
postal savings banks. And governmental insurance
would confer a benefit upon every citizen of the Reé-
public exeept paupers and trampa, for all others are
directly in both real amd personal property that re-
quire the protection of fire insurance, The gov-
ernment could furnish insurance very cheaply.
It could get along without a reserve fund, and it
could dispense with the salaries of agents.”

This is quite ak logical argument in behalf of
governwent insurance a8 an orthodox populist
conld produce.

" Government insurance is certainly as simple and
a8 necessary an experiment in governmental owner-
ship as the ovation could make. A system of
government fire and life insurance, coupled with an
cld age pension, would do much to relieve the peo-
ple of burdens and free them from distress.

» The same issue of the Commercial also brings an-

~other important point to immediate notice. ““What
if Morgan Should Diet™ asks the editor, who pro-
ceeds to show how completely, under present condi-
tions, finapcial affairs are interwoven with the per-
sonsality of J. Pilerpont Morgan. Aund reviewing
the matter carefully the Commercial asks:

“If Morgan should die what would become of us?
fua serious question; buf il Morgan should live,
what I8 to becowe of us? is a more serious question.
The constitutional guaranty to every man of the
right to pursue bappiness in his own way is not
worth much when Mr. Morgan has conteol of every
field in which happiness is supposed to be, and when
can bardly breathe without gettiog permission from
Mr. Morgan.”

It is indeed time for us to stop and ask, ““Whith-
er are we drifting a8 a nation?”” when one man en-
compasses the financial and industrial lile of the
nation so completely as does Morgan, the uncrownnd
king of America.

THE SAVING OF FORMER WASTE

HE advance of practical science,
modern inventions and iogenuity,
have brought about the production
of immense value from substances
that were once cast aside as utter-
ly useless and troublesome encum-
brances.

. e Out of what was once considered
pure waste now becomes # prodaction of many
articles of commerce of enormons valoe.

The cotton seed of the South, once regarded as
worse than worthless except for planting, gives one
of the most striking illustrations of this improved
economy,

Already cotton seed products are equal in value
of nearly 25 per cent of the crop and are a source of
constantly increasing revenue.

The great meat packing establishments give other
expressive proofs of this great economiec advance,

In Chicago the snm of #67, 187,000 is invested in
this business and its average annual product is #256-
527,000, It would not be worth that amount by
more than #30,000,000 but for the by-products that
come from the bair, blood, benes and various other
parts of the animals that were once burned or thrown
AWRY.

The bones of slaughtered cattle are now used in
the manufacture of tooth-brush bandles, chess men,
und for whatever purpose ivory was used years ago.
These bones are hard, and take a very high polish.
knuckles from the bones are cut off and used
:l‘sha and for fertilizer.
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|ﬂow into drains or riyers, 18 now worth as mneb as
£2,000 5 week to some establishmeuts. Marrow,
neat’a foot oil, gloe and soap are very valuable
products of the packing house, Though we have
mentioned a large number a complete list of these
by-products would include many more articles,

The science of putting to use absolutely every-
thiong in hogs, beeves and other animals that go to
the slaughter houses seems to have been carried to
perfection and represents one of the most notable
recent trinmphs of human economy aund ingenuity.

SOUTHERN PROSPERITY.

ITH a just recognition of the truth
that prosperity in one section of
the Union should be a cause of
satisfaction to all, the Boston Globe
cowments in & congratulatory spirit
on the great imdustrial advance-
ment of the Bouth now becoming so
apparent to the world,

““I'he South,’”’ remarks the Globe
is keeplog pace with the general progress of the
country, all things considered. In fact, the baok
clearings for the first six months of the present year
show that in one respect she has done better than the
Middie and New England States combined. The
Southern Btates gained 13.7 per cent in bank clear-
ings, while the Middle Btates report a decrease of
15.7 and New Eogland fell off 5.1 per cent.”

This I8, indeed, a significant showing, aod is
necegsarily accompanied by a record ol commercial
and industiial development that explaing the nota-
ble gain in bank clearings. The type of Bouthern
Business man and manufacturer now in evidence is
the purely modern type, envolved by conditions
which demand the higest order of practical ability.
Alert, enterprising, bold on proper oceassion, thor-
oughly posted in the details of his calling, he is
upbuilding the South on the firmest foundations.
The younger men of this section are admirably
trained and equipped for success.

Within the next ten years the trutb that the SBouth
has taken a foremost place as a commereial and
wannfacturiog seetion will be more than ever con-
vineing. The Sounthern BStates have wast natural
resources yet to be developed. The men now at the
front possess the character and the skilled forceful-
ness necessary is such development. The atten-
tion of outside capital is directed to the South as
pnever before. It is a safe prediction that no section
of the Union will make greater strides in develop-
ment along the best lines than will the South in,
say, the first quarter of the new century.

ATTEMPT TO DODGE A RECKONING.

ITH wmuoch straining and a most
tremeudous effort the varions Re-
publican organs in tounch with the
administration are endeavoring to
convinee the public that President

e Rovsevelt is preparing to deliver a
dougnty blow right in the solar plexus region of the
trusts.

To those persous who concede that the President
is full of good intentions, but who are skeptical as
to his ubility to compel honest and effective Repub-
lican action against the trusts, these admiuvistration
organs reply in effect that we bave no idea how
strong Mr. Roosevelt really is when he makes up
his mind to exert his strength. This he has done
now, they announcad, and the display of masterful-
ness will come on schedule time and result in the
trinmphant knocking-oat of the monopoly com-
bines.

Thoughtiul studenta of the situation will not fall
to note that this promise of the demolition of the
trusts, il nccepted at 1ts face value by the people,
will carry the Republican party nicely through the
Congressional campaigos vow under way. It will
prevent that reckoning with the people whioh is
otherwise certain to be demanded. Every time an
indignant protest Is lifted against the shameful
Republiean record of subservieney to the trusts in
the last session of Congress the nee will be—
“Wait! Hasn’t the President said that he s getting
ready to knock the trusts into a cocked hat! He'll
do it, oo, You just wait!"”

All of which will be very fine, from the trust and
administration view point, if the people can just be
fooled Into this postponement of action oo the Re-
publican record. Although President Roosevelt
may bave spoken in ubter good faith in promising
an honest and effective warfare on the trusts, about
all he has accomplished is to play into the hands of
the trost agents in the Republican party.
will take all possible advautage of Mr, Roosevelt’s
words a8 serving to advert popular wrath against
their party in the Congressional electiona.
But do you think for a minute that will per-
mit the President to injure the trusts? Never; they
mnﬂdenﬂyhgnunlmm him bere just as
they defeated in the Cuban reciprocity issue,
and they will see to it that his promises of trust-

destruction are as empty as air.
It is estimated that the in the United Btates
ry would pay the entire expense of the govern-
ment for one year and still leave 850,000,000 on
Onynln. Bradlee has gone fte London,
presumably to up thunhz He was |
a shade too fast for New York, so there Iohlhnq:
what be will do to the customs of Londen.
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The members of the National Educational asso-
ciation who regret so much the fact that the bible is
less resd than it should be will rejoice to hear that
the aditor of a weekly paper in Christian county I1-
|inois intends to bring the bible home to bhis sub-
seribers by publishing it in installments. His pa-
per is not & large oope, and ths weekly installments
will be short, so that it will take fifty years to get
from Genesis to Revelation. Happily, i a reader
is afraid bhe will die before the fifty vears are up he
can buy a copy of the bible for a trifle and read it
at once. It will be all the better lor him if he does.
It i8 suiprising that the author of this latest plan to
familiarize the people with the bible should be a
resident of & rural county. It is is generally taken
for grauted that the bible is more read and studied
by couutry people than by city people. The coun-
try people are supposed to be religions and the city
people to be 1rreligions, In the one the percentage
of chureh attendance is high except in the harvest-
ing time. In the other itis low at all times, One
may go into city homes and vot see a copy of the bi-
ble. In country homes oneis almost always in
plain sight, It may be that the people of Christian
county, Illinois have bibles, but do not read them.
Not long before the eivil war began “Josh’" Allen
made & speech down in “Egypt’* in which he said it
was plain that the ‘‘Egyptians’’ at least were mak-
ing no Empsrations for war. *Igo into your

omes,'’ sald he, “‘aund I see the dust lying
a8 thick upon the old rifie reating above the fire:
place as it does upon the family bible.” It may be
that the dust is thick upon the Christian county bi-
bles, and the enterprising editor of the Assumption
Independent thinks he can [remedyjthe sad state
of affairs by inoculating his readers with a taste ol
bible reading. It is the excellent custom of the
conutrymal to read his paper thoroughly. He be-
gins at the apper left hand corner of the first page
and goes to the lower right band corner of the last
page without skipping anything. If he meets a few
chapters of the bibe in his ooward march he will
read them. The editor’s plan is an ingenious one.

the alcolol that it contains, snd the alcohol that it
contains is beiug used extensively not as a stima-
lant or intoxicant, but in the mechanical art. Ex-
periments with potato alcohol have been carried on
in Germany sioce 1887, at which time alaw was
passed putting a high tax npon it when used as a
beverage and practically exempting it from all taxs
tion when denaturalized and prepared for industrial
nse. In 1901 some 30,642,700 gallons of it were dis:
tilled spd consnmed io the arts. Among the chiel
uses to which potato alecohol is put abroad is that
of creating power for machivery of all kinds, Al-
cohol power has been applied to motor wagons for
the army, to wagons in general, to motor plows, and
to all manner of statiouary machines. It is used in
cooking, beating, illominating. For motor pur-
poses this alcohol 18 supposed to be twice as efficient
a8 petrolenm and its by-products, Sometimes
about 25 per cent of benzol is mixed with it, which
further increases its power. Its uee ia not danger-
ous, and the postive assertion is made that when
used in automobiles it gives off no odor The potato
plant has always been popular in Germany, but not
until the scientists began to look into its industrial
uses was anything remarkable expected of it. It is
now regarded, however, as one of the most aseful
and profitable produets of the farm, and has been
vlevated, therefore, far above its former classifica-
tion as mere garden truok.

Mr, Willism Norman Guthrie has been telling
the stndents at the University ol Chicago that we
take life too serionaly, that we are saddest when we
drink, and that there would be less drinking if there
were more laughing. Yet it is not because men
have liked langhter less than they have seemed to
like liguor more, and it is with a view to inviting
hilarity that they bave, as the phrase goes, ‘‘taken
to drink.”” Yet there is no doubt that American
people are too grave, though it is of no use to tell
them go, for if anything is caleulated to make a man
melancholy it is to be requested to cheer up and be
lively. And, on the other hand, the funny books
are the most popular books of the day
and the comic plays the best attended. There
never was & Lime when the melancholy Dane was so
put out of countenance by his merrymaking rival,
the vaudeville hero, and perhaps one t find &
reason for the recent Dickens revival iu liking
for the fun of that author, which seems to exist in

They |even the most unliterary breasts. To be sure, in

watching an American audience one could not al-
ways be sure whether it was “Hamlet" or a vaude-

that beld the boards, and the greatest
enjoyer of Dickens' humor is often careful not to let
his face betray his joy. And haps Americans
are too eager in their desire to be amused and hunt
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The ig assuming & powerin Germaoy bhardly
to be by the friends of that humble vege:
table in vther da; The farmers are raising it for |

If there are any more efforts on the part of the
Democratic leaders to promote harmony, there will
be a fight worth going to see,

During the last three fiseal years the balance “of
trade in favor of the United States hus been 81,758,
000,000, and last year was & bad crop year, too.

It is anid that tl;Philippiuea can supply all the
hemp required in the world. Bat there wouldn’t

be enough for export ifall of the natives had jus-
tice done them.

Mr. Bryan says in a choice between Tom Johnson
and John R. McLean he will take Johnson every
time. Perhaps Mr. Bryan is influenced by profes-
sional jealousy without realizing it, McLean isin
the newspaper business.

Greenville is becoming & city of sensations. A
donble hanging and the culmination of a feud in one
week is enongh to advertise the town as a health

resort—provided there are no mors fends to cnlmi-
nate,

While the British are endeavoring to devise ways
and means of saving their ocean earrying trade
which is rapidly passing to the Awericans, some
persons in this conntry contimue to urge the grant-
ing of subsidies to Awerican ships.

Bisbop Ireland recently made an address in which
be said many wise things about the newspap r and
its mission, but none of his utterances were wiser
than his remarks relative to the treatment Cutholics
may expeet to receive from the United States gov-
ernment. He advises his fellow churchmen to
trust the government.

Every houvest man believes he iy right and that is
why he doesn’t agree with the other fellow who
holds different views. They sometimes decide to
act together but that doesu’t make both of them
right or both wrong in their opinions. The only
trne conversion comes from a change ol heart.
This is true in politics as well as in religion,

Statistics of will constraction during the three
mainly cotton mills, have been built in the south,
nod 419 in all other wections of the United Siates
combined. The inerease in the number of mills
during the hall of this year over the previous six
months has been almost eatirely in the south.
There has been algo 8 marked {neresse in the num-
ber of mills classed as miscellaneous. Of texile
mills of all kinds begun in the country during the
fisst 8ix months of this year 165 are in the south
and 92 in the north. These new mills are thus dis-
tribated: North Carolina comes first with 37; SBouth
Carolina, second, with 28; Gaorgia, third, with 22;
Pennsylvania, fourth, with 19; Massachusetts re-
ports 18; Texas, 16; Teunessee and Alabama, 14
each; New York, 13; Mississippi, 11; New Jersey,
9; Virginia, 8; Maine, 7; Connrcticut 5; Kentucky
and Ohio, 4 each; Arksnsas, Riode Island and
Oklahowa, 3 each; Lounisiaua, Maryland, Michigan,
Missouri, West Virginia and Canada, 2 each; Cali-
fornia, Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, New Hampshire,
Wisconsin and Wyoming, 1 each, The Providence
Journal, even from its New Euogland poiot of view,
can see the logie of the situation and states it frank-
ly as follows: ‘‘The steady advance in cotton spin-
viog which is going on at the south is likely to eon-
tinue rather than be checked. It has advantages
over the worth in this industry in ite abundant
water power, nearness to the raw material and free-
dom at present from many of the iabor troubles
which are effecting production here. Livieg also

is cheaper there and smaller pay goes farther with
the help.”*

It is a little bit singular that great universities
should allow prolessors of this and that and the
otber thing to go abroad lectaring on topics which
concern the very vitals of the uation without thor-
ongh-understanding of their subject. The trouble
with & professor who lives within the walls of a col-
legiate institution is that he absorbs theory and is
out of touch with the practicalities of life. We
have bad various instances within the last few years
of the teachers of theory misunderstanding practice.
The latest professor to “‘jar’’ the nation is Albert
Bushupell Hart, of Harvard, who lectured at the Uni-
versity of Chicago the other night. The only point
in the professor’'s address in which we are conoern-
ed is the statement that the Monroe dootrine 18
practically a dead letter; that it is useless to at-
tempt to police all the American continent,” and
that ““we will only get invelved in costly wars it we
stick to it.”’ That sort of talk is absard. It might
be pardoned in ignorant persons, but not in a col-
lege professor who claims to know history. The
Mouroe doctrine was never more alive than it is to
day, and never has it been
It will stand tor all time.
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